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First quarter results for school-related charges in the current Pinellas County public school year (2009-10) is comparable with first quarter number from the past two years. The current first quarter number is 114 counts compared with 111 counts last year ( 2008-9) and 121 counts the year before (2007-8). 
When the council began looking at school-related charges in 2005, the number of counts for the 2004-5 school year was 198.

The council brought this issue to the attention of Pinellas County School Board. The next school (2005-6) the first quarter number came down to 157 counts. The following year (2006-7), the number had been cut almost in half to 80 counts. Since then, the counts increased and have remained fairly constant: 121, 111 and 114 over the past three years—2007-8 through 2009-10. [Figure 1]
These figures do not take into account declining school population in Pinellas County. Neither do the counts reflect the number of individual students involved—one student can be changed with more than one crime at a time.
The Council remains concerned over the fact that school-related charges levied against students in Exceptional Student Education (ESE) schools make up nearly 10% of all counts in Pinellas County public schools. [Figure 2]
This table lists the charges applied in ESE schools during the 1st quarter of the 2009-10 school year: 

	Charge
	Counts

	Aggravated Assault - Deadly Weapon
	1

	Assault on a Law Enforcement Officer/Fire Fighter
	1

	Battery on School Official
	1

	Criminal Mischief - $200 - $1000 Damage
	1

	Disruption of School Environment
	2

	Resisting Without Violence
	2

	Violation of Probation
	2

	Total counts
	10


Source: Pinellas Juvenile Assessment Center
ESE schools are learning environments for students with disabilities. To congregate children known to “act out” and then charge them with offenses caused in that school seems counter-productive to the youth and to the community. There must be a better way to deal with youth in these schools than to charge them with school-related crimes. 

Figure 1  Little progress seen in reducing 1st quarter counts over the past 3 school years…
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Figure 2    ESE schools accounted for nearly 10% of all counts in the 1st quarter...
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