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Law enforcement officers increased, by 18%, the number of times they charged Pinellas County public school students during the first half of the 2007-8 school year over the same period last year. This is the first increase in three years. A “count” is the number of times a charge is used. For example, in the first half of the 2007-8 school year, law enforcement officers used 46 different charges 408 times. Although counts increased over last year, the numbers are down 29% from when we began tracking them in the first half of the 2004-5 school year. See Figure 1.
Figure 1 School-related counts in 1st half of 2007-8 school year increased 18% over same period last year…
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Middle school-related counts are one third of all counts in the first half of 2007-8 but are 75% of the increase in counts in the first half of the 2007-8 school year over the same period last year, as shown in Figure 2. 
Figure 2 Middle schools account for 75% of the increase in counts in the 1st half of the 2007-8 school year…
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Three schools generated over half (54.9%) of the middle school-related counts in the first half of the 2007-8 school year: Oak Park Middle (40), Riviera Middle (23), and Azalea Middle (10). 
These five charges accounted for over two-thirds (66.9%) of the 133 counts applied to all middle school students:

Middle school-related charge
Count
Disorderly Conduct
28

Battery
21

Violation of Probation
17

Battery on School Official
13

Trespassing on School Grounds
10
Total top 5 charges
89
A group of students of particular concern is those with “physical and emotional handicaps” who attend “exceptional” schools. In the first half of the current school year (2007-8), exceptional schools produced 13% of the 408 counts levied against all Pinellas County public school students. The schools are Richard L. Sanders (24), Hamilton Disston (16), Calvin Hunsinger (9) and Lealman Intermediate (2).

These five charges were used 71% of time in exceptional schools: 
Exceptional school-related charge
Count
Violation of Probation
12

Disruption of School Environment
9

Battery on School Official
6

Trespassing on School Grounds
5

Battery
4

Total top 5 charges
36
Finally, in 2007, Governor Crist and DJJ secretary Walt McNeil created the Blueprint Commission. Its report, Getting Smart about Juvenile Justice in Florida, was released in January 2008. It recommends, among other things, amendment of the zero tolerance statute F.S. 1006.13:
…to prohibit the unjust application of zero tolerance, clearly stating that zero tolerance shall not be applied to petty acts of misconduct and misdemeanors. Discipline and/or prosecution should be based on considerations of the individual student and the particular circumstances of misconduct. School districts should involve law enforcement only for serious offenses that threaten school safety. Alternatives to expulsion or referral from prosecution should be developed that will improve student behavior and school climate without making schools dangerous.
~Getting Smart about Juvenile Justice in Florida, Blueprint Commission, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, January 2008, p 53-4.

http://www.djj.state.fl.us/blueprint/documents/Report_of_the_Blueprint_Commision.pdf 
All else being equal, there is a clear indication that the Pinellas County Public School System is working to put reason back into the way Pinellas County treats its students.
To conclude, the decline in school-related arrest activity is noticeable not only in statistics but in observations made by the office of the Public Defender and the Department of Juvenile Justice. Based on the past performance of the Pinellas County public school system, the Council expects that the increase in the first half of the 2007-8 school year is an anomaly and that the numbers for the balance of the year will continue their downward trend.
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