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The following questions and answers are intended to be used as a reference only -- interested parties should refer to the Florida Statutes and applicable case law before drawing legal conclusions. 
Q. What is the Sunshine Law? 
A. Florida's Government-in-the-Sunshine law provides a right of access to governmental proceedings at both the state and local levels. It applies to any communication of two or more members of the same board regarding some matter that will foreseeably come before that board for action. There is also a constitutionally guaranteed right of access. Virtually all state and local collegial public bodies are covered by the open meetings requirements with the exception of the judiciary and the state Legislature which has its own constitutional provision relating to access.  The Sunshine Law is not limited to applying only to a meeting of a full council or other group.  It also applies to sub-committees of the council.  If members from different councils formed a group for the purpose of advising DJJ, or their member councils or anyone else, the Sunshine Law would apply to communications between members of that group.

Q. What are the requirements of the Sunshine law? 
A. The Sunshine law requires that 1) meetings of boards or commissions must be open to the public; 2) reasonable notice of such meetings must be given, and 3) minutes of the meeting must be taken. 

Q. What agencies are covered under the Sunshine Law? 
A. The Government-in-the-Sunshine Law applies to "any board or commission of any state agency or authority or of any agency or authority of any county, municipal corporation or political subdivision." Thus, it applies to public collegial bodies within the state at both the local as well as state level. It applies equally to elected or appointed boards or commissions. It also applies to sub-committees of such groups.

Q  What qualifies as a meeting? 
A. The Sunshine law applies to all discussions or deliberations as well as the formal action taken by a board or commission. The law, in essence, is applicable to any gathering, whether formal or casual, of two or more members of the same board or commission to discuss some matter on which foreseeable action will be taken by the public board or commission. There is no requirement that a quorum be present for a meeting to be covered under the law. A formal meeting is not required for the Sunshine Law to apply.  The law applies to any communication, regardless of form, between members of the boards, commissions or committees.

Q.  Can members of a committee email each other?

A. Members may not email each other to discuss matters that will foreseeably come before the board or council for action.  Members may also not send messages to each other through a third party regarding such matters.

Q. Can members of a committee telephone each other?

A.   Members may not telephone each other to discuss matters that will foreseeably come before the board or council for action.

Q.  Can the Chairperson email the board or council to find out if they are interested in continuing to receive information? 
A. Persons are not prohibited from emailing the board or council members to ascertain whether they want to remain on an email list or continue receiving information as long as matters that will foreseeably come before the board or council are not mentioned.

Q. Can a board vote by secret ballot? 
A. The Sunshine law requires that meetings of public boards or commissions be "open to the public at all times." Thus, use of preassigned numbers, codes or secret ballots would violate the law. 

Q. Can two members of a public board attend social functions together? 
A. Members of a public board are not prohibited under the Sunshine law from meeting together socially, provided that matters that may come before the board are not discussed at such gatherings. 
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